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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 


JC l 


3 , 


8 February 1968 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. RC^TOW 


In reflecting on the events of the past ten days, I have come 
to the following very personal conclusions: 

- Most probably we have reached a major turning 
point in the war. 

- General Westmoreland probably has the strength he 
needs to do the job. 

- This is no time to take chances. General Westmoreland 
and the Chiefs might be reluctant to ask for the strength to provide 

the necessary insurance because they don*t want to add to the Presidents 
heavy burdens. 

- Neither the President nor the U. S. can afford to lose 
or draw the current campaign. 

Accordingly, I think the President should consider: 

» Sending the 82d Airborne (and perhaps some additional 
units) to Vietnam at the earliest possible moment (changing whatever 
rules may be necessary) unless the JCS assure him that this 
added insurance is unnecessary. 

•* Simultaneously, asking the JCS whether the U. S. can 
send the 82nd to Vietnam without mobilizing some Reserve units. 

Stepping up the air campaign against NVN. 

It seems to me that such action would have a salutory effect 
on the situation in Vietnam in the U. S. and Korea. 
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